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7:00  Introductions - Sign In
7:05  Reading of Minutes,  
7:10  Community Announcements; News; Updates; Events
7:15 OGHRG Committee Reports
            Financial; Zoning & Density; Newsletter; Communication 
7:30 Guest Speaker; Joan Vitale,
8:10    Update on Zelzah Speed Limit
8:15    Sign Ordinance Update
8:20    New Safety Committee
8:30    New Business and Wrap-up

   

Next Meeting is:

July meeting will be at Granada High, Thursday, July, 2nd

Thursday,  June 4th, 2009 
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

     Granada Hills Charter High School- Rawley Hall 

OGHRG President’s Message - Water Rationing
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Happy Father’s 
Day

As you all know by now, the DWP will start water reduction measures starting June 1st.  And as 
usual, owners of single family homes are being asked to do more than their share in saving water 
over the next few months.  How much more?  Single family residences are required to reduce 
water usage by 15%, while multi-family residences and commercial buildings are only required to 
cut by 2.5%.

The rationale of course, is that single family homes have far more landscaping, and therefore 
use more water for “non-essential” purposes.  While it’s obviously true that those of us in single 
family homes use more water for our lawns, trees and gardens than apartment dwellers and busi-
nesses, I question the disparity in the burden here.  If the city is really serious about tightening the 
belt on water use, shouldn’t they be requiring more than a measly 2.5% reduction by apartment 
and condo residents and businesses?

In preparation for this article, I called DWP customer service to better understand exactly how 
the 15% reduction is calculated.  The calculation is not based on the same period last year, or your 
prior bill.  Here is how it works; your water use is billed on two tiers.  The ýrst tier is a limit that 
was set several years ago in the previous drought.  If you exceed your ýrst tier allotment, you are 
billed at a higher rate for second tier.

The 15% reduction applies to your 1st tier use.  Further, your tier allotment is not the same 
year-round, the allotment goes up for the summer season, which starts June 1.  Want it even more 
complicated?  The ñpenaltyò factor, that is, the higher amount you will pay if you exceed your ýrst 
tier use, begins in June, but escalates in July.

The good news is that lot size and location also ýgure into the equation.  The entire San Fernan-
do Valley is considered in the “hot zone”, so we get an extra allotment.  Lot size is also part of the 
equation.  And if you have a large family (seven or more) you can qualify for a discount.

But you can do some pro-active things to reduce your water use and save on your DWP bill.  Cut 
back on sprinkler days and times.  Fix any leaks you have in your sprinkler system.  Observe all 
the zones in your systems and make sure the sprinkler heads are watering grass and shrubs rather 
than the patio or the street.  If you are going to wash your car, move it on the lawn and wash it 
there.  When washing the car, use a nozzle with a cutoff and minimize the water you use.  Sweep 



Old Granada Hills 
Residents’ Group is 
a non profit organi-
zation of volunteers 
and concerned resi-
dents of our com-
munity.  In our 8th 
year, we are a voice 
well known to our 
elected represen-
tatives with issues 
that affect us all 
- please join us.

(818) 725-2500 BUSINESS
(818) 366-4900 FAX
(818) 282-6602 CELL
jseletos@earthlink.net

JOHN SELETOS
Broker Associate/DRE License 00890261
Commercial / Residential

11280 CORBIN AVENUE
PORTER RANCH, CA 91326

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated

QUALITY PROPERTIES

www.johnseletos.com

Please Support Our

Neighborhood Sponsors

The businesses you have seen listed in this newsletter are dedicated to preserving our  
Old Granada Hills Neighborhood. If you would like to become a sponsor and have your 
business listed,  please  call us at  (818)368-7454

P.O. Box 34055
Granada HIlls, CA 91394

KELLEE CONSTRUCTION CO.
General Contractor

Residential Construction and Remodel
No Job Too Large or Too Small

FREE ESTIMATES

JAMES WELBOURN

License # 779555 Phone # 818-486-8974

Owner

New Sponsor
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Calling on Volunteers!  Have you ever thought  “I would 
like to spend 3-4 hours a month doing something for Old 
Granada Hills”  but you are not sure exactly where to start, 
what to do or who to contact.  Well, now is the perfect oppor-
tunity to join in and help out.  The only qualiýcations are that 
you have a vested interest in keeping OGH safe and free of 
crime. Sergeant Don Graham, 14 year Veteran of the LAPD 
and former Northridge area Senior Lead Ofýcer has stepped 
forward as our ýrst volunteer.  More members are needed 
and can include residents and business owners alike.  The 
committee should consist of a chairperson and at least 4-5 
other members. Some of the functions would entail holding 
monthly meetings (along with written minutes/agendas), inter-
facing with OGHRG Board of Directors and writing articles 
for the monthly newsletter. Currently, the OGHRG Zoning 
and Density Committee has been overseeing safety issues 
temporarily, until a new committee is formed and developed.  
Some of the items that require ongoing attention in our com-
munity are:

-	 Grafýti (tracking and reporting)
-	 Commercial and residential crime
-	 Crime prevention technologies
-	 Illegal Vendors
-	 Illegal parking and  signs
-	 Loitering youths
-	 Street speed limit increases
Also, this committee will coordinate with Councilman Greig 

Smith,  LAPD Neighborhood Watch Program, City Attorney’s 
Ofýce,  and the Granada Hills South Neighborhood Council.  
For those who are interested, please email Maria Fisk, 
mbýsk@verizon.net.   

Safety CommitteeJune Guest Speaker - Joan Vitale

Our June 4th speaker will be long-
time Granada HIlls resident Joan Vitale, 
who moved here in January of 1954 
with her husband, actor Joe Vitale, and 
their developmentally disabled son, 
Paul. Joe made over 60 feature ýlms 
and 200 television shows. Joan and Joe 
were active members of New Horizons, 
where Paul started his schooling at age 

2-1/2, and they were instrumental in establishing Leichman 
High School, the ýrst San Fernando Valley high school for the 
trainable mentally retarded. 

Joan grew up in San Francisco and enlisted in the Marine 
Corps at 20. She served two years and then attended the Uni-
versity of Colorado on the GI Bill. Her allotted time ran out, 
and she returned to San Francisco in 1950. On a visit to Los 
Angeles, she met Joe Vitale. They married in 1952, and Paul 
arrived in 1953. She later entered CSUN and went to school 
evenings, as she worked during the day, and Joe took care of 
Paul. Her classes at CSUN resulted in a BA in English. 

Retiring in 1996, Joan became active with the Granada Hills 
Woman’s Club, Friends of the Granada Hills Branch Library, 
the San Fernando Valley chapter of the Women Marines 
Association, a book club, and a canasta group. She also enjoys 
travel and has visited such diverse locales as Africa, New 
Zealand and Antarctica.

down your patio instead of washing it down.
You can save water inside as well.  Make sure you have full 

loads in the dishwasher and washing machine.  Minimize your 
shower time.  Minimize the use of water when cooking, for 
instance, wash fruits and vegetables in a bowl of water instead 
of under a running faucet.  Put a bucket under your faucet and 
use the water you save from going down the drain to water 
plants.  Change some old habits.  Do you leave the water 
running while you brush your teeth?  Do you run the shower 
for a couple of minutes before stepping in?

The bottom line is that we can all do more to conserve water.  
Some of us can do a lot more.  So, think about the small ways 
you can save water, it all adds up.

Citrus Sunday
The 4th annual Citrus Sunday event was held on May 3rd 

this year.  I want to thank all the OGHRG residents who 
participated or donated fruit.  I especially want to thank our 
Secretary, Bette Biers, for helping man the GHSNC/OGHRG 
booth at Fire Station 87.  I also want to thank GHSNC Board 
members Sean Rivas, Bob Stevens, Brandon Schindelheim 
and Shondrella Kester for their participation and support.  
Grieg Smith and his entire staff coordinated and participated 
in the event.  We collected about seven tons of fresh fruit 
throughout the North and West Valley for food banks in the 
San Fernando Valley.    Dave Beauvais

Water Prohibitions

Phase 1: 
  - Rinse walkways, driveways and hard surfaces
  - Clean, ýll, maintain fountains - except recycling systems

  - Allow leaks to go unattended
  - Use garden hose without shut-off nozzle to     		
	 wash car
  - Irrigate during rain
  - Irrigate between 9am-4pm all year
  - Allow water from sprinklers to þood gutters
  - Exceed limits on irrigation time per sprinkler
  - Prohibited uses do not apply to Gray Water.

Phase 2:
  Outdoor watering only on Monday, Thursday or Saturday
Phase 3:
  Outdoor watering only on Monday and Thursday
  These provisions do not apply to hand-held hose watering  	    	
 of vegetation, if the hose is equipped with a self-closing water     	
 shut-off nozzle, so long as the watering occurs during the
 allowable hours.



  Illegal garage construction and other types of non-permit-
ted construction is nothing new to the City of Los Angeles.  
It is estimated that hundreds of thousands of people live in 
buildings such as garages, storage units, accessory buildings 
that are not meant to be living quarters.  And during difýcult 
economic times this type of activity may be on the increase.  
Some individuals look at properties as a money making op-
portunity, without consideration to zoning codes, safety, or 
neighborhood character.  By foregoing the permit process, a 
builder can again maximize his/her proýt.  While this type of 
activity beneýts the builder/developer, there can be devastating 
consequences to the tenants and surrounding neighborhood.   

Families have died from ýres or carbon 
monoxide poisoning because their substan-
dard living quarters (converted garages) were 
not built to code. Also, with the extra living 
quarters come the extra cars parked on lawns 
or the extra cars that crowd residential streets. 

Ultimately, these types of blighted and undesirable living 
conditions drag down the values of surrounding properties and 
leads to the deterioration of an entire community!
   Old Granada Hills is not immune to illegal construction.  
More and more residents are noticing questionable building. 
And, City ofýcials are starting to investigate and crack down 
on illegal construction. Citations are on the increase.  The Los 
Angeles Department of Building and Safety is responsible for 
monitoring construction projects.  All calls made requesting an 
inspection will be kept conýdential.  And if City ofýcials are 
notiýed about an illegal construction project, they need to take 
action. “If the City knows that there is an illegal conversion 
and they do nothing, then the City could possibly be liable”.    
Questions regarding construction or permit information can be 
directed to:
Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety:  #311 or 866-
452-2489 www.ladbs.org Permit information can be accessed 
through LADBS website Property Activity Report 
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Illegal Construction

10555 Andasol        $340,000 
10322 Louise          $350,000
17345 Los Alimos  $405,000
11234 White Oak   $615,000

17413 Kingsbury   $380,000 
17909 Tulsa Pl       $465,000
11019 Shoshone     $620,000
11336 Louise         $474,000

Recently Sold Homes 

Information from the SoCalMLS is believed to accurate but not guaranteed
Courtesy; Marla Rhoades, Realtor 818 571-0678

June    2009

As we all know, construction of Hospital High is under way 
as scheduled. There will be a community public meeting to 
provide an update to the construction and a forum to address 
questions regarding the new school. 

Monday, June 8th,  6:30 pm - 8:00 pm
Patrick Henry Middle School (Library)

17340 San Jose St.
If you have any questions, please call Joseph Pina of LAUSD 
Outreach at 213-893-6809 or Maria Cano at 213-893-6823 or 
toll free at 800-704-1267

Hospital High Meeting

Some Good Neighbor Laws

Non-functioning vehicles must be stored in a garage or in a 
area not visible from the public street, not in a driveway or on  
the street. (LAMC 12.21A8 (b)) Dept. of Building and Safety 
or Parking Enforcement

Property owners or other occupants are responsible for 
keeping the sidewalk in front of their house, place of busi-
ness or premises, free of trash, overgrown vegetation and 
debris. (LAMC 41.46) Bureau of Street Services

Trash Containers can be set out on the curb side no 
earlier than 6 PM of the evening before collection and are to 
be removed no later than 8 PM following collection. (LAMC 
66.27) Bureau of Sanitation

Sanitation laws require all dog owners to pick up after their 
dogs immediately. (LAMC 53.49) Animal Services

A maximum of ýve 2-day yard sales are allowed per year. 
Sale items must be used only, no new merchandise. Sales are 
allowed on the sidewalks or streets. Hours are limited to 9 AM 
- 5 PM (LAMC 12.03) Dept. of Building and Safety

Items, such as indoor furniture, plumbing ýxtures, construc-
tion or automotive parts, are not to be stored in the yard. 
(LAMC 12.21A9a), 12.08A, 12.21C19g)) Dept. of Building and 
Safety

Properties must be free of trash, debris and overgrown 
vegetation (LAMC 91.8104) Dept. of Building and Safety

For the safety of residents and visitors, houses must be 
painted, maintained and in good repair. This includes wood 
siding, screens, porch þooring, steps and railings, windows, 
roofs and exteriors. (LAMC 91.8104.1 -91.8104.13) Dept. of 
Building and Safety

Information from the Valley Bureau of Neighborhood Prosecu-
tors  818-374-6837;  Dept. of Building and Safety 800-524-2854, 
or call 311

Thanks to Greig Smith, 
free movies in the park series 
starts again this season with 
Hotel for Dogs on Satur-
day, June 13th. Bring picnics, 
blankets and chairs for a 
night of family-friendly fun 
outdoors. (No alcohol, pets, 
or BBQ’s please) As always, 
free popcorn and a free rafþe. 

The movie begins at 8:00. Holleigh Bernson Park; 
20500 Sesnon Blvd.; Porter Ranch

Free Movies in the Park




